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ABSTRACT 

In this paper, a new species of goby, Cryptocentrus crocatus of the family Gobiidae is described from a single fresh 
specimen from the Gulf of Thailand. The combination of the remarkable orange colopr pattern and the very long pelvic 
fins, together with the comparatively high spinous dorsal fin, will readily distinguished it from all other known species of 
the genus. The species C. callopterus Smith is redescribed from new material. C. fontanesii(B1eeker) and C. pavoninoides 
(Bleeker) are recorded here from Thailand for the first time from two and one specimens respectively, whereas a specimen 
of C. gymnocephalus (Bleeker) represents the second occurrence of the species in Thai waters. C. wehrleri Fowler is 
recognised as a junior synonym of C. cyanotaenia (Bleeker). This study raises the number of species of Cryptocentrus in 
Thai waters to 9. A key to the species of the genus known from Thailand is included. 

More than thirty species of the handsomely 
coloured fishes of the genus Cryptocentrus 
(Ehrenberg) Cuvier & Valenciennes, family 
Gobiidae are known to occur in the Indo-Pacific 
region (Giinther 1861; Herre 1927, 1936; Fowler 
1928, 1937, 1962; H.M. Smith 1931, 1945; Kou- 
mans 1953; J.L.B. Smith 1959, 1960). They are 
mostly small or moderate in size, the largest, C. 
fontanesii (Bleeker), being 197 mm. in length. 
They do not enter the fisheries of the region with 
the possible exception of C. pavoninoides (Bleeker) 
which Fowler (1962) reported to be sold for food 
in Hong ,Kong and Macao. 

This gbus  is close to Smilogobius Herre in its 
general external appearance but its members have 
no teeth on the vomer and have more scales in the 
longitudinal series. On the other hand, it has 
much in common with Cvyptocentroides Popta, 
but that genus is characterized by a shorter caudal 
fin and also by having fewer scales on sides. The 
taxonomy of the fishes of this group is complicated 
partly because of the existence of lacustrine 
populations, clinal variation within the broad 
range of the species, and probably the differential 
growth patterns in the young as well as sexual 
dimorphism. In addition, the colour patterns of 
some species are very variable (e.g. C. pavoninoi- 
des). Moreover and more serious is the apparent 
rarity of many of the species. Up till now several 

have been known from only a single specimen or 
from a single collection made long ago. Probably 
many species will prove to be endemic. 

In Thailand, the fishes of this genus are very ' 
rarely seen. They are known locally as "Pla bu". 
This name, however, is applied to most gobioid 
fishes. The only published records of the oc- 
currence of Cryptocentrus gobies in Thailand ap- 
peared in H.M. Smith (1931, 1932, 1945) and 
Fowler (1937). Six species : C. callopterus 
Smith, C. gymnocephalus (Bleeker), C. leonis 
Smith (Junior synonym of C. diproctotaenia 
Bleeker), C. leptocephalus Bleeker, C. maudae 
Fowler, and C. wehrleri Fowler (junior synonym 
of C. cyanotaenia Bleeker), were reported by these 
authors and there has been no further report in 
the literature except for the faunal list of recorded 
Thai species made by Suvatti (1936, 1950). 
Koumans (1953), in Weber and de Beaufort's the 
Fishes of the Indo-Australian Archipelago, did 
not recognise all the new species of Cryptocentrus 
established by H.M. Smith (1931, 1945) and Fowl- 
er (1937), however, he synonymised H.M. Smith's 
leonis with Bleeker's diproctotaenia, and cited 
leptocephalus of H.M. Smith with that of Bleeker's 
species. 

Since 1972 I have collected a number of speci- 
mens of Cryptocentrus in Thailand. These 






























